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Categorical Exclusion Determination and Decision Record  
For Blowdown Road Salvage 
OR115-08-12 
 
Location of Proposed Action 
Project is located on BLM system roads in Townships 32, 33, 34, 35, and 36 South, Range 1, 2, and 3 East, 
Willamette Meridian, Jackson County, Oregon.  Only trees lying fully or partially within the road prism will be 
removed and hazard trees leaning toward the road that could fall onto the road will be felled and removed. 
 
Description of Proposed Action 
A recent storm having hurricane force winds with catastrophic disturbances to the local area has blocked roads 
accessing private property, private industrial forest lands, and BLM-administered lands. A swath of forest 
approximately 24 miles long and 8 miles wide was severely impacted when strong winds blew down trees, blocking 
forest roads. The BLM proposes to remove trees blocking system roads, as well as hazardous trees leaning toward 
the road that could fall onto the road. This action would provide private land owners with access to their land, allow 
the BLM to access Federal lands for resource management and fire protection, and provide the public with safe 
passage on these roads. 
 
Project Design Features 
1.   Slash will be lopped and scattered, as determined by the sale administrator. 
2.   Road use will be discontinued during periods of wet weather. 
3.  Large coarse woody debris of 120 linear feet (16" X 16′) per acre will be left on-site. 
4.   Purchaser will be required to meet current state fire regulations. 
5.   Decommissioned roads and roads with existing earth barricades will not be salvaged unless access is necessary     

for other management needs. 
6.   Only trees lying fully or partially within the road prism will be removed. 
7.   Hazardous trees leaning toward the road that could fall onto the road will be fell and removed.  
8.   Remove only the portion of the tree within the road prism in Riparian Reserves and Spotted Owl Cores. 
9.   Snow will be plowed when necessary to access the project area. 
10.   Road surfaces, ditches, and culvert catch basins will be cleaned of slash and debris. 
11.   Equipment, tools, and gear will be cleaned of dirt, mud, and plant parts before entering BLM-managed lands. 
12.   Motorized equipment will not leave the road prism. 
13.  Seasonal restrictions for Threatened and Endangered and Special Status Species will apply. 
 
Plan Conformance Review 
The Bureau of Land Management did not scope this proposal and the public was not involved in its development. 
This proposal is consistent with policy directed by the following: 

• Final Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement and Record of Decision for Amendments to Forest 
Service and Bureau of Land Management Planning Documents Within the Range of the Northern Spotted 
Owl (Northwest Forest Plan FSEIS, 1994 and ROD, 1994)  

• Final-Medford District Proposed Resource Management Plan/Environmental Impact Statement and Record 
of Decision (PRMP/EIS, 1994 and RMP/ROD, 1995) 

•  Record of Decision To Remove the Survey and Manage Mitigation Measure Standards and Guidelines from 
the Bureau of Land Management Resource Management Plans Within the Range of the Northern Spotted 
Owl (ROD, 2007) 

• Medford District Integrated Weed Management Plan Environmental Assessment (1998) and tiered to the 
Northwest Area Noxious Weed Control Program (EIS, 1985) 
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